
 

 

 

PLEASE READ QUALIFICATIONS REQUIREMENTS ON THE BACK OF APPLICATION 
YOU MUST FILE A SEPARATE APPLICATION FOR EACH QUALIFYING PARCEL OF LAND. 

PLATS RECORDED FOR ACREAGE CHANGES WILL NOT BE EFFECTIVE UNTIL THE FOLLOWING TAX YEAR. 
1.  NUMBER OF ACRES for which tract is used for: 
  Crop Land   _____________________  Acres  AND  Type of Crops  _________________________ 
  Timberland  _____________________  Acres     Date last/to be harvested ________________ 
  Pasture    _____________________  Acres`  AND  Type(s) of animals raised _________________ 

Homesite*   _____________________  Acres    *to include all cleared area used for yard. 
  Dock **    _____________________  Acres     **To include all cleared area. 
  Wetlands  _____________________  Acres 
DORMANT LAND, except that which is part of a crop rotation system, DOES NOT QUALIFY for agricultural special assessment. 

2.  Check any which apply: 
Timber tracts must be at least five (5) acres.  Tracts of timberland must be devoted actively to growing trees for commercial use.  Tracts of 
timberland less than five acres qualify in any of the following conditions are met: 
____  1.  The tract is contiguous to another timberland tract with identical ownership of at least five (5) acres. 

  List PIN/TMS #’s:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
____  2.  The tract is under the same management system as another qualifying timberland. 
  List PIN/TMS #’s: ______________________________________________________________________ 
____  3.  The tract is owned in combination with non‐timberland tracts that qualify as agricultural real property. 
  List PIN/TMS #’s: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Cropland tracts must be at least ten (10) acres.  Tracts of cropland less than 10 acres qualify if any of the following are met: 
____  1.  Contiguous tracts with identical ownership meet the minimum acreage requirement when added together. 
  List PIN/TMS #’s:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
____  2.  The person making application earned at least $1000 gross farm income in at least three of the past five years or at least three 

 of the first five years if this is an initial application.  Note:  This information must be provided to Assessor upon request. 
  List PIN/TMS #’s: ______________________________________________________________________ 
____  3.  The property has been owned by current owner or an immediate family member of the current owner for at least ten years 

 ending January 1, 1994, and the property is classified as agricultural real property for tax year 1994. 
  Immediate family member name & Relationship:  _________________________________________________________ 

3.  Please list all building, docks, or mobile homes on the property:  ______________________________________________________
Note:  If the owner’s legal residence is on this parcel, you MUST file a separate application for the 4% legal residence special assessment. 
4.  Is any part of the entire tract used for profit other than agricultural profit?  

 YES      NO       If yes explain:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
5.  Are there any buildings or mobile homes used to provide FREE housing for farm personnel? 

 YES      NO       If yes explain:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Are there any buildings or mobile homes used only for farming office facilities?  YES      NO      If yes, explain:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7.  If the owner is a corporation, does the corporation: 

  Have more than Ten Shareholders              YES      NO    

  Have as a shareholder a person (other than an estate) who is not an individual    YES      NO    

  Have a Non Resident Alien as a Shareholder           YES      NO    

  Have more than one class of stock              YES      NO    

   

   

   
   
   
   

Questions 8‐11 concern only those applying on the basis of farm income ‐  PROOF OF INCOME IS REQUIRED 

8.    Did you have gross farm income of $1,000 or more per parcel?        YES      NO    

9.    Did you file a farm income tax return?              YES      NO    
10.  Attach copies of all relevant Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service Farm Identification Numbers. 
11.  PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF SCHEDULE “F” OR PERTINENT TAX INFORMATION 

   
   

If applying for Agricultural Use:  It is unlawful for a person to knowingly and willfully make a false statement on the application required pursuant to section 
12‐43‐220 (d) (3) to a county Assessor for the classification of property as agricultural real property or for the special assessment ratio for certain 
agricultural real property.  A person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, must be fined not more than 
$200.  In making this application, I certify the property, which is the subject of this application, meets the requirements to qualify as agricultural real 
property as of January 1st of the current year.  I also authorize the assessor to verify farm income with the Department of Revenue and Taxation, the 
Internal Revenue Service, or the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service.  I have read and I understand the requirements listed on the reverse 
side of this form. 

REQUIRED         Owner/Agent’s Signature:_______________________ Date:_________     

For office use only:  Qualified YES      NO     Initials:            Date:  _______________    

TMS/PIN____________________            Acres___________

Tax District: _______

PHONE_________________

if
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APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AS AGRICULTURAL 
REAL PROPERTY 

 

 
DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURAL REAL PROPERTY 

Agricultural real property shall mean any tract of real property which is used to raise, harvest, store crops or feed, 

breed or manage livestock, produce plants, trees, fowl or animals useful to man, including the preparation of the 

products raised thereon for man’s use and disposed of by marketing or other means.  It includes but is not limited to 
such real property used for agriculture, grazing, horticulture, forestry, dairying and Mari culture.  In the event at least 
50% of a real property tract shall qualify as agricultural real property, the entire tract shall be so classified, provided no 
other business for profit is being operated thereon.  The term “agricultural real property” shall not include any property 
used as the residence of the owner or others in that the taxation of such property is specifically provided of in 
Section12-43-220 of the South Carolina Code of Laws and Department of Revenue Regulation 117- 
124.7 

 
The following are only excerpts from the SC Code of Laws that pertain to the agriculture 
regulations. For a better understanding, we recommend that the code be reviewed in its entirety. 
Visit  http://www.scstatehouse.gov 

 
NOTE: Restrictive subdivision covenants may prohibit the granting of agricultural 
classification. 
 

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Agricultural real property which is actually used for such purposes and meets certain size or income restrictions, not 

including, however, a corporation which is the owner or lessee except for certain corporations which do not 

1.  Have more than 10 shareholders; 
2.  Have as a shareholder a person (other than an estate) who is not an individual; 
3.  Have a nonresident alien as a shareholder; and 
4.  Have more than one class of stock. 

 

Timberland tracts must be five acres or more.  Tracts of timberland must be devoted to growing trees for 

commercial use.  Tracts of timberland less than five acres qualify if any of the following conditions are met. 

1.  Contiguous to a qualifying tract 
2.  Under the same management system as a qualifying tract 
3.  Owned in combination with non-timberland tracts that qualify as agricultural real property. 

 

Non-timberland (cropland) tracts must be ten acres or more.  Tracts of non-timberland less than ten acres qualify if 

any of the following are met: 

1.  If contiguous tracts with identical ownership meet the minimum acreage requirement when added together. 

2.  If the person making application earned at least $1,000 gross farm income in at least three of the past five 

years or at least three of the first five years if this is initial application. 

 (Proof of or Intent of Income IS Required.) 

3.  If the property has been owned by current owner or an immediate family member of the current owner for 

at least ten years ending January 1, 1994 and the property was classified as agricultural real property for tax 

year 1994. 

 A dockside facility whose primary use is the landing and processing of seafood is considered agriculture real property. 

 

The owner shall notify the assessor within six months of a change in use. For failure to notify the assessor of a change 

in use, in addition to any other penalties provided by law, a penalty of ten percent and interest at the rate of one-half of 

one percent a month must be paid on the difference between the amount that was paid and the amount that should 

have been paid, but not less than thirty dollars nor more than the current year’s taxes. (SC Code 12-43-220 (d) (3))  

  

 

 
PROPERTY SUBJECT TO ROLL BACK TAXES 

It is understood by property owner that when real property which is in agricultural use and is being valued, assessed 

and taxed as agricultural real property and is applied to a use other than agricultural, it shall be subject to additional 

taxes referred to as roll back taxes. 

 
RIGHT TO APPEAL 

If the assessor determines a property to be ineligible for classification as agricultural property, the owner may appeal 
the classification as provided in Chapter 60, Title 12 of the South Carolina Code of Laws. 

 

RETURN THIS APPLICATION NOW 
 

Failure to file within the prescribed time, “Any time before the first penalty date for taxes due for the first 

tax year for which the assessment is claimed” (before next Jan. 16th), shall constitute abandonment of the 
owner’s right for this classification for the current tax year. (South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 
12-43-220(c) for legal residence;  12-43-220(d) for agricultural property).  Please file as early as 
possible to avoid any unnecessary delays in processing your application. 
 
An inspection of your property may be necessary for qualification. 
Mail the original application to: Horry County Assessor’s Office, 1301 2nd Ave., Suite 1C08, 
Conway, SC 29526 
Should you have questions concerning this application, please call the Assessor’s Office at 843-
915-5040. 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t12c037.php
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