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The October 20th Council Meeting will take place in-person in Council Chambers. Social 
separation protocols will be enforced and seating will be very limited.  Overflow space will 
be available to accommodate public viewing.  Attendees are encouraged to wear a face-
covering when entering the building and in Council Chambers. The meeting will be broadcast 
on the Horry County Government website as well as Spectrum/Time Warner channel 1301 
or Horry Telephone Cooperative channel 14. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE CONCERNING PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Public Comment will be taken ONLY on items scheduled for a public hearing. See list 
below. 
 
Members of the public will have an opportunity to provide public comment via telephone on 
the items having public hearing.  You must sign up in advance to speak on public 

hearing by 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 20, 2020.  You will receive a call during the 
meeting and patched into the meeting when the item on which you wish to speak comes up 
on the agenda.  You can sign up by calling Pat Hartley in the Council Office at (843) 915-
5120, or by emailing hartleyp@horrycounty.org.  You can also provide written comments to 
be provided to each Council member at the same email, hartleyp@horrycounty.org. The 
Public Input segment that is held at the beginning of each meeting remains suspended until 
further notice.   
 
Public Hearings that are scheduled for October 20th include: 
 
Ordinance 93-2020 amending Ordinance 93-16 for the express purpose of deleting Sub-
section (D)(1) of Section 1, retroactive to January 1, 2017. 
 
Ordinance 94-2020 approving & authorizing the county administrator to undertake such 
actions as may be necessary to list and sell the Rankin house for the benefit of Conway 
Memorial Library. 
 
Ordinance 95-2020 to amend the Horry County Code “Chapter 2 Administration; Article V. 
Finance and Fiscal Procedures” to increase the revenue stabilization reserve to 5% for 
certain funds and provide reserve requirements for the waste management recycling fund.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.horrycounty.org/
mailto:hartleyp@horrycounty.org
mailto:hartleyp@horrycounty.org


Regular Council Meeting 
October 20, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, 1301 Second Ave., Conway, SC 
A. Call to Order  Johnny Gardner, Chairman 
B. Invocation       Mr. Vaught 
C. Pledge of Allegiance    Mr. DiSabato 
D. Public Input (Suspended until further notice)

E. Approval of Agenda Contents
F. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting, October 6, 2020

G. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Third Reading – Ordinance 86-2020 to add certain properties to the Horry County Historic Property Register as individual
historic properties. (Favorable, I&R Comm)

2. Third Reading on the following Ordinances to approve the request to amend the official zoning maps:
Ord 88-2020  Wil Witt, agent for Grand Strand Christian Church (Mr. Vaught) 
Ord 89-2020  Jones & Jones Properties LLC (Mr. Crawford) 
Ord 90-2020  G3 Engineering, agent for DG Golf Limited Partnership (Mr. Vaught) 

3. First Reading on the following Ordinances to approve the request to amend the official zoning maps:
Ord 76-2020   Kevin Hackett (Mr. Loftus) 
Ord 97-2020   Venture Engineering, agent for ASETZ (Mr. Worley) 
Ord 98-2020   DDC Engineers, agent for Rebecca Collins (Mr. Crawford) 
Ord 99-2020   Blanton Business Park PDD (Mr. Prince) 
Ord 100-2020 G3 Engineering, agent for Charles Permenter & Drada Hydeck (Mr. Prince) 
Ord 101-2020 Venture Engineering, agent for Princefield LLC (Mr. Prince) 
Ord 102-2020 Todd Huffstetler etal (Mr. Hardee) 
Ord 103-2020 Timothy Davis (Mr. Allen) 

4. First Reading - Ordinance 105-2020 to amend the County Code regarding flood damage prevention and control and stormwater
management as it relates to mining.

5. First Reading - Ordinance 106-2020 to amend the Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, in regards to mining operations.

6. Resolutions declaring a service weapon as surplus property and making it available to a retiring police officer: (Favorable, Public
Safety Comm)

R-129-2020  Deputy First Class Lonnie Gorenflo
R-130-2020  Deputy First Class Wade Perry

H. PRESENTATIONS / RESOLUTIONS:

I. READING OF ORDINANCES

7. Second Reading and Public Hearing – Ordinance 93-2020 amending Ordinance 93-16 for the express purpose of deleting Sub-
section (D)(1) of Section 1, retroactive to January 1, 2017. (Favorable, Administration Comm)

8. Second Reading and Public Hearing – Ordinance 94-2020 approving & authorizing the county administrator to undertake such
actions as may be necessary to list and sell the Rankin house for the benefit of Conway Memorial Library. (Favorable,
Administration Comm)

9. Second Reading and Public Hearing – Ordinance 95-2020 to amend the Horry County Code “Chapter 2 Administration; Article
V. Finance and Fiscal Procedures” to increase the revenue stabilization reserve to 5% for certain funds and provide reserve
requirements for the waste management recycling fund. (Favorable, Administration Comm)

10. First Reading – Ordinance 107-2020 prohibiting the discharge of firearms within and in close proximity to the more densely
populated and sensitive areas of unincorporated Horry County and otherwise regulating the discharge of firearms and
mechanical devices. (Forwarded without recommendation, Public Safety Comm)



 
 

11. Emergency Ordinance 108-2020: An Emergency Ordinance declaring that a localized State of Emergency continues to exist 
within Horry County, authorizing the appropriate action to be taken in connection therewith, and continuing the requirement that 
appropriate face coverings be worn under certain circumstances. (Mr. Carotti) 
 
 

J. MEMORIAL DEDICATIONS:   
 

 

K. UPCOMING MEETINGS – Dates/times subject to change: 
 

Council Meetings 
 

I&R Committee Public Safety 
Committee 

Administration 
Committee 

Transportation/ 
Econ Dev Committee 

Nov 17 & Dec 8, 6pm Oct 27, 9am Nov 10, 9am Oct 27, 2pm Nov 10, 2pm 
 

 

L. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  (if necessary) 
 

 

ADJOURN 















































































































































































COUNTY OF HORRY  ) 

     )   ORDINANCE 105-2020  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 9, SECTIONS 9-2, 9-5 AND 9-10 AND 

CHAPTER 17.7, ARTICLES 1 AND 2, OF THE HORRY COUNTY CODE OF 

ORDINANCES IN REGARDS TO FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AS IT RELATES TO MINING. 

 

WHEREAS, the South Carolina Mining Act and Mining Compact, along with Federal laws, 
provide comprehensive regulation and permitting requirements for the operation of mines, which 
preempt County ordinances and regulation, with the exception of zoning laws that do not otherwise 
conflict with the State and Federal laws; and  

 

WHEREAS, Horry County Council deems it appropriate to remove from County regulation and 
ordinance mining requirements that are already subject to regulation and permitting by, inter alia, 
the Clean Water Act, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) program, 
South Carolina Pollution Control Act, South Carolina Mining Act, South Carolina Mining 
Compact Act, and similar programs and regulations which are appropriately and adequately 
administered by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(“SCDHEC”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Horry County Council sees a need to amend the Horry County Code of Ordinances 
to remove the regulation of mining activities by Horry County through its Flood Damage 
Prevention and Control and Stormwater Management Ordinances. 
 
NOW THEREFORE by the power and authority granted to the Horry County Council by the 
Constitution of the State of South Carolina and the powers granted to the County by the General 
Assembly of the State, it is ordained and enacted that 
 
 
1) Amendment of Chapter 9 of the Horry County Code of Ordinances:   

 

Article I, Section 9-2, new subsection (c) is added: 

 

(c)Mining activities are regulated by federal and state regulatory schemes that sufficiently 
control any risks of flooding or erosion from mining activities in Horry County such that it is 
not necessary and constitutes expensive and duplicative regulation for the County to continue 
to require compliance with this Chapter by mining activities. 

 

Article I, Section 9-5, definition of Development shall be amended and replaced as below: 

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
including, but not limited to, buildings or other structures, dredging (except dredging 
associated with mining activities), filling, grading, paving, excavating (except excavating 



associate with mining activities), drilling operations, or permanent storage or materials or 
equipment. 

 

Article I, Section 9-10, new section (4) is added: 

(4) No activity associated with mining activities as defined by the S.C. Mining Act, S.C. 

Code Sec. 48-20-40(1) shall be subject to the requirements of this Chapter. 

 

2) Amendment of Chapter 17.7 of the Horry County Code of Ordinances:   

 

Article I, Section 17.7-1, new subsections (8) and (9) are added: 

 

(8) Purpose. The purpose and intent of this section is to promote mining as a source 
of essential materials required to facilitate the construction in Horry County in a 
manner that promotes economic development and ensures the protection of health, 
safety, and welfare of the citizens of Horry County.  This section is not intended to 
supersede regulations from state or federal agencies or to supersede state or federal 
law. This section specifically recognizes that mining operation and activities are 
controlled by: (i) South Carolina Mining Act, S.C. Code Ann. §§ 48-20-10 et seq.,; 
(ii) regulations promulgated pursuant to the South Carolina Mining Act, S.C. Code 
Ann. Regs. 89-10 – 89-350, (iii) South Carolina Mining Compact, S.C. Code Ann. 
§§ 48-21-10 et seq.; (iv) Stormwater Management and Sediment Reduction Act 
§§48-14-10, et al., (v) regulations promulgated pursuant to the Stormwater 
Management and Sediment Reduction Act, S.C. Code Ann. Regulations 72-300 
through 72-316; and (vi) the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. §§1251, et seq. and 
regulations promulgated thereto. The South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental is the agency responsible for administering the South Carolina 
Mining Act and Stormwater Management and Sediment Reduction Act and 
regulations promulgated pursuant to both acts.  The listing of these specific statutes 
is not intended to be exhaustive, but is intended to be illustrative of the scheme 
governing mining activities in Horry County and these statutes, inter alia, are the 
controlling authority for mining in Horry County.  No act shall be taken that 
conflicts with these authorities. 
 
(9)  Horry County has been issued an MS4 permit by SCDHEC as approved by the 
USEPA authorizing discharge of storm water from its municipal separate storm 
sewer system and this Chapter of the County Ordinances was, in part, adopted to 
implement the required elements of County review of discharges of storm water 
into its MS4 system, but with respect to mining activities, the NDPES regulations 
at 40 C.F.R. Part 122.26(a)(2)(i)only require discharges from mining operations to 
be regulated when they are “composed entirely of flows, which are from 
conveyances or systems of conveyances (including but not limited to pipes, 
conduits, ditches, and channels) used for collecting and conveying precipitation 



runoff and which are not contaminated by contact with or that have not come into 
contact with, any overburden, raw material, intermediate products, finished 
product, byproduct, or waster products located on the site of such operations except 
in accordance with paragraph (c)(1)(iv) of this section.” 

Article I, Section 17.7-33, subsection (6) is added: 

 (6) Discharges from mining activities which are not composed entirely of flows, which are 
from conveyances or systems of conveyances (including but not limited to pipes, conduits, ditches, 
and channels) used for collecting and conveying precipitation runoff and which are not 
contaminated by contact with or that have not come into contact with, any overburden, raw 
material, intermediate products, finished product, byproduct, or waster products located on the site 
of such operations. 

3) Severability: If a Section, Sub-section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed or found to 
conflict with a provision of South Carolina law, or other pre-emptive legal principle, then that 
Section, Sub-section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed ineffective, but the remaining 
parts of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   
 

4) Conflict with Preceding Ordinances: If a Section, Sub-section or provision of this Ordinance 
shall conflict with the provisions of a Section, Sub-section or part of a preceding Ordinance of 
Horry County, then the preceding Section, Sub-section or part shall be deemed repealed and 
no longer in effect.   
 

5) Effective Date: This ordinance shall become effective on third reading. 
 

AND IT IS SO ORDAINED, ENACTED AND ORDERED. 

 

HORRY COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
________________________________________ 

Johnny Gardner, Chairman 
 

        Harold G. Worley, District 1      Bill Howard, District 2 
        Dennis DiSabato, District 3      Gary Loftus, District 4 
        Tyler Servant, District 5            Cam Crawford, District 6 
        Orton Bellamy, District 7      Johnny Vaught, District 8 
        W. Paul Prince, District 9      Danny Hardee, District 10 
        Al Allen, District 11 

 
Attest: 
__________________________________ 
Patricia S. Hartley, Clerk to Council 
 
First Reading:  October 20, 2020  
Second Reading:  
Third Reading: 



COUNTY OF HORRY  ) 

     )    ORDINANCE 106-2020  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, IMAGINE 2040, OF 

HORRY COUNTY IN REGARDS TO MINING OPERATIONS. 

  

WHEREAS, Horry County Council approved Ordinance 54-19 on December 10, 2019 adopting 
the Horry County Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040; and  
 
WHEREAS, Horry County Council deems it appropriate to remove from County regulation and 
ordinance mining requirements that are already subject to regulation and permitting by, inter alia, 
the Clean Water Act, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) program, 
South Carolina Pollution Control Act, South Carolina Mining Act, South Carolina Mining 
Compact Act, and similar programs and regulations which are appropriately and adequately 
administered by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(“SCDHEC”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Horry County Council sees a need to amend the Horry County Comprehensive Plan 
to clarify the intent and policy of Horry County as to its role in the regulation of mining and 
otherwise update the Comprehensive Plan in accordance with shifts in County policy regarding 
future land use; and 
 
WHEREAS, Horry County Planning Commission has publically advertised this proposed 
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan more than 30-days in advance of a public hearing to meet 
the requirements of S.C. Code § 6-29-530; and 
 
WHEREAS, Horry County Planning Commission deems that the proposed changes are necessary 
to ensure that the Comprehensive Plan is consist with current County policies; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE by the power and authority granted to the Horry County Council by the 
Constitution of the State of South Carolina and the powers granted to the County by the General 
Assembly of the State, it is ordained and enacted that 
 
 
1) Amendment of Horry County Ordinance 54-19 Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, 

Chapter 4 to permit mining as explained above. Pages 4.15-4.16 of the Comprehensive Plan 
shall be amended as follows. (All text in strikethrough shall be deleted and all text underlined 

and bolded shall be added.) 
 
MINING  

There are several types of surface mining done in South Carolina, including open pit, 
strip mines, and sand dredging from river bottoms. The SC Mining Act of 1974 defines 
mining as the removal of ores from the ground for sale or for use in a business. The Act 
and regulations outline the application process, how to conduct mine operations, and 



minimum reclamation standards. Mine permits and certificates are issued through 
DHEC’s Division of Mining and Solid Waste Management. 
 
There are 45 SCDHEC permitted mines in the County (SCDHEC, 2018). The material 
coming out of these mines is primarily used for road construction and development 
projects. Borrow pits operated by or for the SC Department of Transportation (SCDOT) 
are exempt from mining permits if the material is used solely for the building or repair of 
South Carolina public roads. Practices such as farming and on-site construction are also 
exempt from mining permits from SCDHEC. 
 
In 2006, Horry County Council began permitting new mining operations as conditional 
uses in Forest Agriculture or Commercial Forest Agricultural zoning classifications. 
Recently, zones AG1 & AG2 also began allowing new mining operations. Ponds less 
than two acres in size, farm ponds less than five acres, and all stormwater ponds 
associated with an approved development, do not require mining permits from SCDHEC 
or Horry County Council. 
 

2) Amendment of Horry County Ordinance 54-19 Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, 

Chapter 11 to remove references to mining from the Scenic & Conservation Future Land 

Use definition. Page 11.19 of the Comprehensive Plan shall be amended as follows. (All text 
in strikethrough shall be deleted and all text underlined and bolded shall be added.) 
 

RECOMMENDED LAND USES  

Primary Land Uses: Open space, nature-based recreation, timberland, agriculture and 
agricultural/forestry support uses.  
Secondary Land Uses: Permanent and temporary educational and research facilities, eco-
tourism and agritourism operations. 
Conditional Uses: Mining, oOutdoor shooting ranges, campgrounds. 
 

POLICY GUIDANCE 

1. If Scenic & Conservation Areas make up a portion of a property, it should not prohibit the 
remaining portion of the property from being developed. 
2. These areas should be considered to meet or mitigate open space criteria within major 
residential subdivisions, as defined within the Land Development Regulations. 
3. If the County pursues the development of a Density Bonus Program, Scenic & 
Conservation Areas should be identified as “sending” areas for transferring out development 
rights to higher density “receiving” areas. 
4. If mining operations or outdoor shooting ranges are pursued, an evaluation of the 
surrounding natural resources and communities should strongly be taken into consideration. 

 
3) Amendment of Horry County Ordinance 54-19 Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, 

Chapter 11 to remove references to mining from the Rural Future Land Use definition. 

Page 11.20 of the Comprehensive Plan shall be amended as follows. (All text in strikethrough 
shall be deleted.) 
 



RECOMMENDED LAND USES  

Primary Land Uses: Agriculture, timberland, and their support uses and services, 
including, but not limited to crop and livestock processing facilities, stables, veterinary 
services and farm equipment sales. Single-family detached houses, including mobile 
homes, on individual large lots. 
Secondary Land Uses: Agritourism and eco-tourism uses. 
Conditional Land Uses: Rural amusement, outdoor shooting ranges, campgrounds, and 
mining operations. 
 
TRANSPORTATION  

These areas have limited opportunities for alternative transportation, unless an identified 
project within a transportation plan. 
 
POLICY GUIDANCE 

1. Protect active agricultural and forestry operations, prime farmland, and erodible soils, 
in addition to other important natural features. 

2. Major residential subdivisions are discouraged to minimize the impact on public 
services and infrastructure. 

3. If rural amusement, outdoor shooting ranges, or campgrounds, or mining operations 
are pursued, an evaluation of the surrounding natural resources and communities 
should strongly be taken into consideration. 

4. If the County pursues the development of a Density Bonus Program, Rural Areas 
should be identified as "sending" areas for transferring out development rights to 
higher density "receiving" areas. 

 
4) Amendment of Horry County Ordinance 54-19 Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, 

Chapter 11 to remove references to mining from Community Engagement. Page 11.29 of 
the Comprehensive Plan shall be amended as follows. (All text in strikethrough shall be 
deleted.) 
 

Keeping  the  public  informed  about  County  initiatives  is a  necessity  in  order  to  keep 
people  engaged  in  the  public process and to determine the needs of the community. 
Long-range planning is one facet of County engagement. In addition, communication with 
the public regarding rezoning, variance, mining, telecommunications, and other such 
requests is imperative. 
 

5) Amendment of Horry County Ordinance 54-19 Comprehensive Plan, Imagine 2040, 

Chapter 12 to remove references to mining from Goals and Strategies. Page 12.13 of the 
Comprehensive Plan shall be amended as follows. (All text in strikethrough shall be deleted.) 

 

Objective: Make information readily available to the public in regards to future development 
and development proposals.                                                                                                    
 Create an online map showing all active rezoning, variance, mining, and 

telecommunications proposals. [short- term] 



 Develop and track all major subdivisions and remaining units to be constructed in 
tabular and GIS format and make publically available. [short-term] 

 Upgrade Municode Contract by FY20 to allow for immediate upload of regulatory 
changes to minimize the lag time between Council approval and reflection in online 
code.  [mid-term] 

 Revise the public noticing mailing process to include noticing of all addresses, in 
addition to the current process of noticing property owners within a specified distance 
of rezonings, variances, mining, telecommunications, and agritourism applications. 
[mid-term] 

 
6) Severability: If a Section, Sub-section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed or found to 

conflict with a provision of South Carolina law, or other pre-emptive legal principle, then that 
Section, Sub-section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed ineffective, but the remaining 
parts of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   
 

7) Conflict with Preceding Ordinances: If a Section, Sub-section or provision of this Ordinance 
shall conflict with the provisions of a Section, Sub-section or part of a preceding Ordinance of 
Horry County, then the preceding Section, Sub-section or part shall be deemed repealed and 
no longer in effect.   
 

8) Effective Date: This ordinance shall become effective on third reading. 
 

 
AND IT IS SO ORDAINED, ENACTED AND ORDERED. 

 

HORRY COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
________________________________________ 

Johnny Gardner, Chairman 
 

        Harold G. Worley, District 1      Bill Howard, District 2 
        Dennis DiSabato, District 3      Gary Loftus, District 4 
        Tyler Servant, District 5            Cam Crawford, District 6 
        Orton Bellamy, District 7      Johnny Vaught, District 8 
        W. Paul Prince, District 9      Danny Hardee, District 10 
        Al Allen, District 11 

 
Attest: 
 
__________________________________ 
Patricia S. Hartley, Clerk to Council 
 
First Reading:  October 20, 2020  
Second Reading:  
Third Reading: 
 





























COUNTY OF HORRY     ) 
     )      ORDINANCE 108 -2020  
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   ) 
 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DECLARING THAT A LOCALIZED STATE OF EMERGENCY 
CONTINUES TO EXIST WITHIN HORRY COUNTY, AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO 
BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, AND CONTINUING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 
APPROPRIATE FACE COVERINGS BE WORN UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 
WHEREAS, the County has taken steps, following the lead of the President of the United States, the 
Governor of the State of South Carolina (“Governor”), the Supreme Court of the State of South Carolina, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (“DHEC”), and other health agencies and authorities, to stem the tide of the spread 
of COVID-19 in Horry County; and  
 
WHEREAS, recognizing that COVID-19 posed a significant public health threat of infectious disease spread 
to our residents and visitors, Council enacted emergency Ordinance 20-2020 on March 14, 2020, declaring 
a localized State of Emergency; and, recognizing that additional steps were called upon to promote the 
public health and welfare of our residents and visitors, Council enacted Ordinance 68-2020 on July 3, 2020, 
declaring a localized State of Emergency, and requiring the wearing of appropriate face coverings by the 
public under certain circumstances; and,  recognizing that continued steps were called upon to promote the 
public health and welfare of our residents and visitors, Council enacted Ordinance 85-2020 on September 
1, 2020, declaring a localized State of Emergency, and requiring the wearing of appropriate face coverings 
by the public under certain circumstances; and  
 
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020 there were 6 confirmed cases and 6 presumptive positive cases in the 
State of South Carolina, none of which were located in Horry County or surrounding counties; at present 
that number has increased to in excess of 155,000 confirmed cases Statewide, to include approximately 
11,000 confirmed cases in Horry County; and recently there has been an increase in the rate of confirmed 
cases in Horry County; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CDC has issued guidance in order to slow the spread of COVID-19 to include avoiding 
mass gatherings, hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, social distancing, and the wearing of face coverings 
when physical distancing is difficult; and 
 
WHEREAS, DHEC and the Governor have urged South Carolinians to follow those CDC recommendations; 
in his August 2, 2020 Executive Order No. 2020-50, and again on October 2, 2020 in his Executive Order 
No. 2020-63, in addition to imposing several COVID-19 related emergency measures, requirements and 
restrictions, the Governor specifically urged counties and municipalities to enact or implement ordinances, 
orders or other measures requiring individuals to wear face coverings in public settings where they could 
be located in close proximity to others and where it is not feasible to maintain recommended social 
distancing; and 
 
WHEREAS, that since March 13, 2020, the Governor has continuously declared the entire State to be 
under a state of emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and, that since August 2, 2020, the Governor 
has ordered that face coverings be worn in State government offices, buildings, and facilities, and in 
restaurants offering on-premises consumption of food or beverages; and, that since July 30, 2020, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina has mandated the wearing of protective masks or other 
facial coverings while inside county and municipal courthouses.  
 
WHEREAS, County Council finds it necessary to enact this emergency ordinance as a result of its 
determination that a localized emergency continues to exist within Horry County, consistent with the 
Governor’s continuing declarations of statewide states of emergency, directing that certain measures are 
to be taken to address that emergency, and requiring the wearing of appropriate face coverings by the 
public under certain circumstances.   



NOW, THEREFORE, by the power and authority granted to the Horry County Council by the Constitution 
of the State of South Carolina and the powers granted to the County by the General Assembly of the State, 
the following hereby is ordained and enacted: 
 
1. DECLARATION OF STATE OF EMERGENCY:  In accordance with Section 4-9-130 of the Code of 
Laws of South Carolina and Section 2-26 of the Horry County Code, Horry County Council hereby declares 
that a localized emergency exists throughout Horry County, and hereby directs that appropriate action be 
taken in accordance with the Horry County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. Council 
authorizes the County Administrator to take the measures necessary for the preservation of health and life 
safety, and the continuation, restoration and recovery of essential public services to include providing for 
isolation and quarantine, limited travel, modifying personnel requirements and practices, providing for 
remote access to the workplace by employees, cancelling or postponing events or activities involving group 
gatherings, suspending the requirement of payment of transactional fees,  transferring  budgeted federal or 
state grant monies pursuant to federal/state guidelines, and temporarily restricting or conditioning access 
by the public to County facilities. Council further authorizes the Administrator to allocate funds to emergency 
expenditure needs in an amount not to exceed available fund balance, within the general, fire, recreation, 
storm water, and waste management recycling funds, without the need for a supplemental budget 
ordinance or budget ordinance amendment.  
 
2.  FACE COVERINGS.  
 
 All persons entering any retail establishment, including without limitation grocery stores and 
pharmacies, and any business providing personal services including without limitation restaurants, bars, 
hair and/or nail salons, barber shops and tattoo parlors must wear a face covering (as described by the 
CDC) while inside the establishment. The business shall not have responsibility for enforcing this 
requirement, but shall post conspicuous signage at all entrances informing its patrons of the requirements 
of this Section 2.  
 
 In addition, all retail establishments must require their employees to wear a face covering at all 
times while working in areas open to the general public or in areas in which interaction with other staff is 
likely. 
 
 Exemptions: Any person who is unable to safely wear a face covering due to age or underlying 
health condition, or who is unable to remove the face covering without the assistance of others, or whose 
religious beliefs prevent him/her from wearing a face covering, or when needed to communicate to the 
hearing impaired, or who is actively engaged in eating or drinking or obtaining a service that requires access 
to or visibility of the face (e.g., haircut), or whose wearing of a face covering would violate occupational 
regulation or guideline, or while engaged in strenuous exercise or physical activity, or at the direction of law 
enforcement or first responder. 
 
 A person who fails to comply with this Section 2 shall be guilty of a civil infraction, punishable by a 
fee of $25.00 for a first offence, $50.00 for a second offense, and $100.00 for a third and subsequent 
offense. Each day of a continuing violation shall be considered a separate and distinct offense. 
 
 All restaurants and accommodations are urged to follow the recommendations of the Governor, 
CDC, DHEC, and the South Carolina Restaurant and Lodging Association. And all residents and visitors 
are likewise urged to follow the recommendations of the Governor, CDC, and the DHEC. 
 
3. TERMINATION/EXPIRATION.  This Ordinance will remain in effect for sixty (60) days unless sooner 
terminated by Resolution of County Council.    
 
4. SEVERABILITY.  If any Section, Subsection, or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed or found to 
conflict with a provision of South Carolina law, or other pre-emptive legal principle, then that Section, Sub-
section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed ineffective, but the remaining parts of this Ordinance shall 
remain in full force and effect.  
 



5. CONFLICT WITH PRECEDING ORDINANCES.  If a Section, Sub-section or provision of this Ordinance 
shall conflict with the provisions of a Section, Sub-section or part of a preceding Ordinance of Horry County, 
unless expressly so providing, then the preceding Section, Sub-section or part shall be deemed repealed 
and no longer in effect. 
 
6. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately, pursuant to Section 4-9-130 of 
the Code of Laws of South Carolina, and Section 2-26 of the Horry County Code of Ordinances. 
 
AND IT IS SO ORDAINED, ENACTED AND ORDERED this 20th day of October, 2020. 

 
 

HORRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

________________________________________ 
Johnny Gardner, Chairman 

 
Harold G. Worley, District 1  Orton Bellamy, District 7 
Bill Howard, District 2   Johnny Vaught, District 8 
Dennis DiSabato, District 3  W. Paul Prince, District 9 
Gary Loftus, District 4   Danny Hardee, District 10 
Tyler Servant, District 5   Al Allen, District 11  

 Cam Crawford, District 6 
 
 
Attest: 
 
__________________________________ 
Patricia S. Hartley, Clerk to Council 
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