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HORRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Monday, March 27, 2023 at 5:30 PM 

1301 Second Avenue 
Conway, SC  29526 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III. Public Input 

 
IV. Minutes 
 

Approval of the Minutes from February 27, 2023  
 

V. New Business 
 

A. Public Hearing, Horry County Historic Register Nominations 
1. Creekridge Gravesite – PIN 464-14-02-0025 
2. Watts Cemetery – PIN 129-00-00-0022 
3. Antioch Cemetery – PIN 214-11-01-0007 
4. Bucksport Cemetery – PIN 451-06-04-0007 
5. Rufus Davis Family Farm House – PIN 190-08-02-0006 
6. Brown Chapel AME Church – PIN 430-03-03-0002 
7. Pee Dee Primitive Baptist Church – PIN 406-13-04-0004 
8. St. John Church of God – PIN 369-12-04-0009 
9. Hemingway Chapel AME Church –  PIN 369-12-01-0007 
10. Socastee United Methodist 1875 Sanctuary – PIN 440-10-02-0003 

 
B. Nominations for Historic Preservation Awards 
 

VI. Commission Discussion 
 
A. Legacy Business Recognition Update – Lesta Sue Hardee 

 
VII. Announcements 

 
A. Next Meeting – April 24, 2023  

 
 
The HPC meets at 4:45 for refreshments before the meeting. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )  Horry County Historic       
                                                            )            Preservation Commission  
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  February 27, 2023 Meeting 
 
 
The Horry County Historic Preservation Commission met on Tuesday, February 27, 2023, at Horry 
County Government and Justice Center at 1301 2nd Avenue in Conway, SC.  The following 
Commission members were present:  Susan Platt, Joel Carter, Chelsea Anderson, Lesta Sue Hardee 
(arrived at 5:37 PM), Patricia Mallett, Jamie Thompkins, Heath Platt, and Bill Strydesky.  
Members Absent: None 
Staff present: Lou Conklin, Kendra Elliott, and Nancy Tindall   
Guest present: None 
………………………………………………,………………………………………………. 
 
In accordance with the SCFOIA, notices of the public meeting were sent to the press (and other 
interested persons and organizations requesting notification) providing the agenda, date, time, and 
place of the meeting.   
 

I. Call to Order – Chair Susan Platt called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 
pm. A quorum was present.    

 
II. Invocation – Patricia Mallett delivered the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
III. Public Input – None  

 
Approval of Minutes – Chair Susan Platt asked the Commission members to review 
the minutes from the January 23, 2023 meeting.  With no corrections or additions, Joel 
Carter made a motion to approve the minutes and Bill Strydesky seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously.   

   
IV. New Business 

 
Agritourism Permit 2019-05-001 - Lou Conklin gave an overview.  Staff 
recommended approval.  Chair Susan Platt asked what happened when an Agritourism 
Designation was removed from a parcel.  Joel Carter stated they could no longer do 
business under the permit.  Bill Strydesky made a motion to remove the Agritourism 
Designation and Chelsea Anderson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.      
 
High School Video Contest – Lou Conklin gave an overview.  Two (2) videos were 
over the 3-minute limit, so she asked for a decision from the Commission prior to 
viewing the videos.  Joel Carter made a motion to include the videos before deciding 
and Jamie Thompkins seconded.  The motion failed with Chelsea Anderson, Heath 
Platt, Susan Platt, Patricia Mallett, Lesta Sue Hardee, and Bill Strydesky voting no.  
Bill Strydesky made a motion to follow current rules which stated “no longer than three 
(3) minutes,” and Patricia Mallett seconded.  The motion carried with Joel Carter and 
Jamie Thompkins voting no.  Chair Susan Platt asked staff to proceed with showing 
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the videos without the two disqualified videos and to change the verbiage in the video 
contest instructions which stated the video “may be disqualified” to “shall be 
disqualified.”   
 

V. Commission Discussion  
 
Legacy Business Recognition – Lesta Sue Hardee gave a brief update on the 
recognition of WLSC Radio in Loris.  She stated the station had been in business since 
1958, and they served cake and cider at the celebration.  She was thankful that almost 
every Commission member attended the event. 
 
Ms. Hardee stated she had funds to recognize four (4) businesses and she recommended 
the following:  Fun Plaza Arcade; Jack Thompson Studio; Cash Grocery; and Hussey 
Motors.  She would be contacting these businesses and looking for dates in April for 
the celebration.   
 
Lou Conklin stated she had newspaper articles on the table for their review. The first 
article was about the unveiling of the historic marker in Loris and the second article 
regarding black churches being added to the local register.   
 
Chelsea Anderson updated the Commission on another historic marker that is for the 
Waccamaw Indians.  She will be contacting Carolyn Dillian to assist with sources for 
accurate information. 

 
VI. Announcements   

 
Little River Historic Marker – Chair Susan Platt gave an overview.  The marker 
should be completed in May, so the event may be planned for July.  She would also 
like to get the community members involved. 
 
Nominations for Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Lesta Sue Hardee nominated Becky Billingsley and Dianne DeVaughn Stokes.  Joel 
Carter stated City of Myrtle Beach celebrates their history and Ms. Stokes hosts many 
of those celebrations.  He wondered if any other Municipalities might have such 
programs.  He will gather more information.  Chair Platt nominated Mary Gowens for 
her work with the neighborhood services in Myrtle Beach, as well as Charlie’s Place 
and the Colored School.  Jamie Thompkins asked about the gentleman who 
redeveloped the Platt building on Main Street.  Ms. Conklin stated he had not been back 
for final certification.  Heath Platt nominated Friends of the Chapin Library for their 
Meet & Greet with approximately 5/6 long time residents that showed the history of 
Myrtle Beach from different aspects.  Chair Susan Platt nominated Atlantic Beach 
Historical Committee for their Telling the Story Grant.  Chelsea Anderson nominated 
Keith Edwards for his Facebook page.  Bill Strydesky asked about Chief Hatcher, and 
Chair Susan Platt asked about Jamie Graham.  Mr. Thompkins stated Mr. Edwards, Mr. 
Graham, and Chief Hatcher had been recognized.  Pat Mallett nominated John Skeeter 
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in Atlantic Beach.  Ms. Conklin stated she had these names listed, but formal 
nominations needed to be submitted on the appropriate forms or the nominations would 
not be considered. 
 
Lou Conklin announced she had information at each table for the SC Historic 
Preservation Conference.  Anyone wishing to attend should complete the form so she 
could get each one registered.  Chair Platt asked that members share the information 
with local historical societies and others who may be interested in attending. 
 
Next Meeting – March 27, 2023 
 

Adjourn – With no further business, Heath Platt made a motion to adjourn.   Lesta Sue Hardee 
seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 PM 
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Historic Preservation Commission Decision Memorandum 
Horry County, South Carolina 

 
Date:  March 27, 2023  
From:  Planning and Zoning 
Division: Infrastructure and Regulation 
Prepared By: Lou Conklin, Senior Planner 
Cleared By: Charles Suggs, Deputy Director 
Regarding: Horry County Historic Property Register  
 
ISSUE: 
Should the following properties be added to the Horry County Historic Property Register? 

 
1. Creekridge Gravesite – PIN 464-14-02-0025 
2. Watts Cemetery – PIN 129-00-00-0022 
3. Antioch Cemetery – PIN 214-11-01-0007 
4. Bucksport Community Cemetery – PIN 451-06-04-0007 
5. Rufus Davis Family Farm House – PIN 190-08-02-0006 
6. Brown Chapel AME Church – PIN 430-03-03-0002 
7. Pee Dee Primitive Baptist Church – PIN 406-13-04-0004 
8. St. John Church of God – PIN 369-12-04-0009 
9. Hemingway Chapel AME Church –  PIN 369-12-01-0007 
10. Socastee United Methodist 1875 Sanctuary – PIN 440-10-02-0003 

 
 
PROPOSED ACTION: 
Vote to approve/disapprove each site separately. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Review the ten properties individually based upon the Secretary of the Interior Standards for 
designation as historic, then consider adding to the Horry County Historic Property Register.   
 
BACKGROUND:  
Horry County has recognized the need to preserve the County’s local heritage as an irreplaceable 
asset through the creation of a list of designated individual properties, sites and landmarks, 
known as the Horry County Historic Property Register. 
 
Horry County has established the prerequisites for a property to be added to the Register, those 
being, the Property: 

a. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the 
community or heritage of the community, state or nation; or 

b. Is the site of an event significant in history; or 
c. Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture 

and development of the community, state or nation; or 
d. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic or historic heritage of 

the community, state or nation; or 
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e. Individually, or as a collection of resources, embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of a type, style, period or specimen in architecture or engineering; 
or 

f. Is the work of a designer whose work has influenced significantly the 
development of the community, state or nation; or 

g. Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a 
significant innovation; or 

h. Is part of or related to a square or other distinctive element of community 
planning; or 

i. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or 
community; or 

j. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or 
history. 

 
The Horry County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has been charged with the 
responsibility of identifying and recommending to County Council the addition of properties 
meeting the above standards to the Horry County Historic Property Register.  
  
Each of the proposed sites must be a minimum of fifty (50) years old in addition to meeting other 
standards. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Letters were mailed to property owners in accordance with the zoning ordinance regarding the 
addition of the properties to the Historical Property Register.  
 
Cemeteries 
See pages 8 - 11 for the individual sheets concerning the cemetery nomination inventories. The 
cemeteries qualify under the following  –  
a. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the community or 
heritage of the community, state or nation. 
 
Rufus Davis Family Farm House 
See pages 12 – 13 for the nomination. This house qualifies under the following  –  
a. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the community or 
heritage of the community, state or nation; and 
d.  Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic or historic heritage of the 
community, state or nation; and 
e. Individually, or as a collection of resources, embodies distinguishing characteristics of a type, 
style, period or specimen in architecture or engineering. 
 
 
 
 
 
Churches 
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See pages 14 - 23 for the individual sheets concerning the churches. The churches qualify under 
the following –  
a. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the community or 
heritage of the community, state or nation; and 
d. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic or historic heritage of the 
community, state or nation; and 
e. Individually, or as a collection of resources, embodies distinguishing characteristics of a type, 
style, period or specimen in architecture or engineering. 
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Historic Preservation Commission Decision Memorandum 
Horry County, South Carolina 

 
Date:  March 27, 2023  
From:  Planning and Zoning 
Division: Infrastructure and Regulation 
Prepared By: Lou Conklin, Senior Planner 
Cleared By: Charles Suggs, Deputy Director 
Regarding: Historic Preservation Awards 
 
ISSUE: 
Who should receive nominations for Historic Preservation Awards? 

 
PROPOSED ACTION: 
Nominations for Award Recipients should be presented throughout the year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the final award recipients. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
May is National Historic Preservation Month and the HPC typically celebrates this month by 
hosting the Historic Preservation Awards.  
Previous award recipients include:  
2007: Mary Canty with MB Colored Schools; Henry Buck with the Buck Mill Chimneys; Jeanie 
Richardson & Duane Larson with the Hagood House; Genni Sasser, Susan McMillan, and Joann 
Milnore with the Rebecca Bryan House. 
2008: Mary Alice Thompson with the Cemetery Project 
2009: Tawnya Gray with the Cemetery Project; The Sun News: Mike Cherney & Robert Morris: 
Media Coverage of Historic Preservation; Elaine Gore with the Hammond-Edmonds Home; David 
Fisher for arch. survey of Woodstock Cemetery; Bill Darby with Alternatives Magazine   
2010: Angela Calhoun with cemetery Project; Larry Paul & the L.W. Paul Living History Farm; 
William Lone; and Tempe Oehler 
2011: Horry County Historical Society; Keith Edwards; Jamie Graham 
2012: Bob Hood with Cemetery Project; Horry County Rough & Ready with Cemetery Project; 
Susan Perhala with Cemetery project; David Jordan for Franklin G. Burroughs home 
2013: The Distinguished Men of Bucksport for Cemetery Project 
2014: Ted & Connie Gragg for SC Civil War Museum; Lou & Rhonda Mascherino for Veteran’s 
Café; Rich Ryals with Cemetery Project; Horry County Museum for Burroughs School Renovation     
2015: Coastal District Garden Clubs of SC for Patriot Tree Project; Darryl Scott Ferguson for the 
Walter Stilley home; Adam Emrick; Carolyn Dillian; and Waccamaw Publishers 
2016: Ben Burroughs; Herbert Riley; Jack Thompson; and Nye’s Pharmacy  
2017: O’Neal Smalls; Surfside Historical Society; Hillary Howard; Tommy Simpson; Graham 
Brothers Farm Supply; Sallie and William Goldfinch; and Tammi and Alex Hyman  
2018: Jack Walker and Diane Moscow McKenzie for the Myrtle Beach Airbase; Dino Thompson 
for his books; David Douglas for his repurposing of historic structures; and Mary Catherine Hyman 
for her work as the BAR staff liaison.  



25 
 

2019: Catherine Heniford Lewis for her books and IRQ contributions; Barbara Stokes for her 
book; David Wilson for his books and historic research on African-American Schools; Jody Nyers 
for her work on the Board of Architecture and Historic Preservation; Surfside Historical Society 
for their historic marker placement; Market Common Military History Tour; Waikiki Village 
motel; and Shine Café  
2020: Awards cancelled due to Covid.   
2021: Association for the Betterment of Bucksport, Horry County Police Department, and Sons of 
Confederate Veterans for the Eddy Lake Cemetery Project; Roger Lewis Jackson Mann & Quinn 
for rehabilitating historic buildings; Mashburn Construction for the Darden Jewelers rehabilitation; 
Christopher Boyle for his books; Eldred Prince and Sam Dusenbury for time served on the HPC.  
2022: Michael G. J. McShain, Steve Robertson, Dr. Carl Compton, Veronica Gerald Floyd, 
Marshall Craig Sasser 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Nominations for this year’s awards are; Christy Douglas (pages 26 & 27), Loris Historical Society 
(pages 28 through 30), Friends of Chapin Memorial Library/Chapin Library/City of MB Senior’s 
Advisory Committee (pages 31 through 33),  John Skeeter (pages 34 through 36), and Mary Owens 
(pages 37 & 38). The awards ceremony will be held on May 22, 2023 at 5:30 pm, at the 
Government and Justice Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



26 
 

 



27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



28 
 

 



29 
 

Loris Historical Society Nomination 
 
 
Since May 2017 there was an effort to create an organization that would 
support historic preservation in Loris SC.  This dream can to fruition in 2019 
when The Loris Historical Society was formed.  
 
Their first project was to purchase and preserve the Historic State Theatre 
located on Main Street, Loris SC.  The goal was to purchase the theater 
and open a museum and offer a venue for the public to use.  The vision 
was to offer community events such as movies, art shows, plays etc.   
 
On July 10, 2019  the Loris Historical Society successfully closed on the 
purchase of the Historic State Theater.   
 
Since then, the Society has worked diligently to raise monies for the 
restoration of the theater.   
 
Although renovations are still ongoing, the space is being used for 
community events such as Community Valentine Dances, Civitan 
meetings, Christmas parties. The addition of a museum within the space is 
planned and being executed. 
 
The grass root efforts of these community members has not only enhanced 
the historic preservation of a building but will continue to provide an 
emphasis on the history and the need for preservation in their community 
and the history of Horry County. 
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Mary Owens born and raised in Horry County.  She is a descent of Rev. John Wesley Mishoe 1 
Rev. Mishoe was born on Eldorado Plantation in McClellanville SC.  She currently resides In 
Bucksport on the land her grandparents farmed,  Mrs. Owens is a life long educator.  This is 
evident in that she is always ready to share stories and historical information.  Recently while 
visiting her at her home she openly shared where and what her family farmed.  How they 
survived and wanted for nothing.  Everything they needed the farm provided.   
 
There are many reasons Mrs. Owen has been nominated for a Horry County Historic 
Preservation award.   
 
First for her efforts to preserve and share the history of Bucksport, through her publications and 
speaking.  
 
 She co-authored a book on the History Bucksport.  This book focuses on the   
  history of the area and the genealogy of the area.   
 
 She continues to distribution the history of the area.  Recently she was working on  
  sending new property owners in the area a flyer about the history. 
  
 She works to collect and organize genealogical information on the family website 
 
Second for her help in using collected history to locate Eddy Lake Cemetery 
 
Third for her personal giving and commitment not just to collecting and sharing but to the 
preservation of the History of Bucksport.   
 
Mrs. Owens on her own time keeps up and beautifies the entrance to the Bucksport area by 
personally landscaping and maintaining several areas highlighting Bucksport.  
 
She paid for the installation of the new beautiful brick and wrought iron fence that now 
surrounds the Eddy Lake Cemetery.   
 
She planted landscaping at the entrance and maintains and pays to have the cemetery cleaned 
up several times a year. 
 
This is the true spirit of preservation.  We can write, about, uncover,  discover,  but if we do not 
preserve it is in vain.   
 
It is because of her personal commitment to the preservation of Bucksport that Mrs. Mary 
Owens is nominated for a Horry County Historic Preservation award. 
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